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Publicity and Recruitment: Don't Blame the Media
6y Wiffiam !R._usse[[
A commentary in the May, 1992, NSS News, "Caves
in Magazines, Caves on Television: Mass Publicity and
the Growth of Caving," by John Ganter, laments the
effe8ts of "the media" on caving. The author thinks
articles in popular magazines are exaggerating the danger
and glory of caving, and that TV, where stunts and
rescues place caving in competition with sky diving and
bungee jumping for thrills and excitement, is even worse.
He believes that all this media attention has convinced
landowners that caves are dangerous and promp thrillseek~ rs to look for the nearest cave.
Most cavers will agree that undesirable publicity
shou.ld be discouraged. But to blame the media for
cavers' problems with landowners and recruitment is not
prod uctive. The media universally trash just about
ev<e.-ything, turning daily life into a series of murders,
vioi ., nt encounters, and betrayals. But to blame the
med .:. a for the reluctance of landowners to allow the
rec!·eational use of their land is not justified. The
tewh ncy to sue someone (preferably someone with
mon~y) whenever anything bad happens and the
commercialization of land use are not entirely the result
of "ti !'3 media." Many Texas ranchers make more money
fro m hunting leases than catt.le, so why should cavers get
in free? In general, the media just reinforce the old
systun that to be safe, only personal friends should get
access to one's land. Cavers who take the time to become
frie,ids with ranchers go caving in Texas, and the rest go
to k .exico, where caves are owned by the government and
life is recognized as a hazardous endeavor.
C'avers, along with everyone else (except perhaps
lawyers) , have their lives diminished by the present suesomebody system. Cavers are also in competition with
othei· recreational uses of the land; and the large
nmnbers of city folks using rural land will tend to
increase both expenses and restrictions.
Norms
established in the general society also cast a shadow on
caver·internal procedures. For example, the suggestion
of caver certification has been raised again recently. One
powerful argument against such certified cavers/certified
leadl!rs is that if anyone gets hurt on their trips, they,
along with the landowner, the makers of the caving
equipment, and anyone else with money, will be in a
position to be sued.
If cavers can't do much about the real reasons behind
their access difficulties, they can do a lot about the
quality of those seeking to become cavers. Organized
cavel's have a duty to let the general populace know of
their existence so that those who are interested in caves
can find a safe and productive way to explore. This

The Texas Caver

essential publicity, along with any other media exposure,
will generate a stream of new recruits who are eager to
explore caves. Unfortunately, even under the best of
circumstances, most of these people will last less than six
months in caving.
This is not the fault of cavers. Most people try a lot
of things in their lives and don't get serious about most
of them. It is up to cavers to devote their training time
to those most likely to become long-term cavers. A few
minutes of talk with most aspiring cavers is enough to
determine their prospects. Select those with a history of
caving or caving attempts, those who tell you the details
of all their struggles to become cavers. Select those who
are interested in caves, not excitement. The rest get a
slide show, a talk, and then realize that caving is work,
and quick thrills are elsewhere. Don't just entertain the
new cavers; get them involved in projects.
The selection of new cavers is necessary to maintain
the essential nature of present-day caving. There are
cavers who are only concerned with how many pits they
have "bopped," but those are in a substantial minority.
As a minority, they serve a useful role as astute
developers of equipment and techniques. As a majority,
they would move caving from its present status of quasiscientific exploration towards sport. The selection of
future cavers determines the direction caving will go.
However, there is one aspect of selection that cavers
should think seriously about. Each grotto has somewhat
of a life-style. Some grottos organize family trips and
have bake sales; others are into expeditions. The sad fact
is that many new cavers are lost, not because they
wouldn't make the proper type of caver (under whatever·
definition), but because they don't fit in with the local
grotto. It might be necessary to have several grottos in
each area or (probably better) to have one large, tolerant
grotto, where people who like caves will find someone
with whom they are comfortable.

Join tbe j1ational

~peleological ~odetp.

Regular membership in the NSS is $25 per year.
You will receive their monthly newsletter the
NSS News, and you will become affeliated with
our national caving organization the NSS. Join
now! Send your membership fee to: National
Speleological Society, Inc., Cave Ave., Huntsville,
AL 35810, Phone no: (205) 852-1300.
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POWELL'~

CAVE- TiiE ENTRANCE MAZE
b!J CWilliam J?. Elliott

The Entrance Maze is familiar to every caver who has
been in Powell's Cave. It's amazing how many have been
lost there, if only for a few minutes. While mapping the
maze over seven trips from January 1989 to June 1991,
I had a few good laughs caused by voices calling out to
each other from various directions as they bumped
around from The Crevice to the entrance. One famous
caver, who has mapped more of the cave than anyone
else, was lost for over an hour. Fortunately, I often was
able to give directions in reference to survey stations we
had marked- "Go down to EM47, turn left and go to
EM44, then straight ahead to the Mushroom Rock."
Many of the EM markers are still in the maze, and I have
indicated some strategic ones on the new map as small
triangles to serve as guideposts.
I want to thank the nineteen cavers who helped map
the maze (their names are on the map), but especially
Doug Allen, who went on six survey trips with me.
Cartography

The new map of the Entrance Maze took considerably
more time and effort than a typical cave survey. I
wanted to accurately depict the structure of the maze so
we could better understand its speleogenesis (how it
formed). Over the course of 50.4 survey-team-hours, we
found that the maze was more interesting than the old,
1960s map showed. A total of 177 person-hours were
spent on the survey, not counting the cavers who tagged
along just for fun. We mapped 1,777 m (5,829 ft.) in an
area about 108 m by 116 m, which is 1.25 hectares (3.1
acres).
The original map was hastily done because the first
few trips in the 1960s were under severe time limits. The
old map shows no detail or cross-sections; it was plotted
at 50 ft. per inch with a drafting machine without the
benefit of the loop-closing and blunder-finding computer
programs that we now have. The last north-south
passage on the west side of the maze was inadvertantly
left off the survey; and The Stream Passage, we now
realize, was shown too far out from the edge of the maze.
I think there were at least two survey series in the maze,
judging from old tags we found.
The new map benefitted from more sketching but
also from new technology. Most survey data were
entered and processed with SMAPS on a laptop computer
in camp, which allowed us to correct blunders such as
incorrect station numbers.
Later, we ran David
McKenzie's NET4 survey analysis program, which
magically told me which stations to reshoot.. I was
amazed when I found that four stations were off just a
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few degrees or a meter, pretty much as the program
suggested. The survey network is very tight now because
there are 217 stations with 48 interlocking loop junctions.
Several cavers have asked me how I sketched the
maze. Normally I use a small book, but for this I took a
clipboard with graph paper, protractor, and scale and
plotted each station at 2 m/cm. This allowed me to
sketch junctions and passage bends accurately and even
to predict what the next vector should be, which helped
guard against blunders.
I also insisted on taking
clinometer readings at each station, even though it was
an apparently flat area. We set most survey markers
inside rock rings so that we could find them and continue
or reshoot them later. This was important because some
survey markers have been trampled and moved by
careless cavers. Each team member was aware of the
station number because we repeated them aloud and
marked almost every one. Instead of surveying wall
stations we used stations on the floor at the center of
junctions whenever possible so that we could shoot in
several directions. After data processing, the floor
stations also allowed me an accurate idea of the floor
elevations across the maze (more on this below). After
several trips, I plotted the survey with the SMAPS
program at 5 m/cm, pencilled in the walls from my notes,
and took this working map into the cave to draw more
details, like ceiling joints and domes. These features are
clues to the cave's history. I didn't bother with crosssections after the first couple of trips, because I planned
to come back on a final trip just to draw big profiles
across the entire maze. I selected four strategic profiles,
which criss-cross each other and show major structural
features of the maze, including parts of The Stream
Passage and The Crevice. Before returning to the cave,
I plotted the distances for these profiles, based on the
plan, then I spent about 5 1/2 hrs sketching the profiles as
I walked along the chosen vectors.
Maze Structure

The Entrance Maze can be classified as a moderately
tight network maze with passages 10 to 20 m (33 to 66ft)
apart. Islands (bedrock blocks) tend to be smaller in the
central part, where there may be more oblique joints that
are oriented about 30° to the main north-south and eastwest joints. This allowed ground water to eat out more
limestone than in less-jointed areas.
The typical passage is 3 to 7 m (10 to 23ft) wide and
1.5 m (5 ft) high. Most passage cross-sections consist of
two flattened tubes, one atop the other. The upper tube
is usually in solid rock and there is a flange or ledge
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nearly at floor level. The lower tube is mostly buried
below floor level and has a "boneyard" consistency (large
pores). The floor, which is a dry clay soil in most areas,
is typically ridged along the centerline, sometimes with
thin breakdown slabs to the edges. Bat guano, mostly
deposited since 1989, has obscured the floor in many
areas.
Upper levels are developed mostly on the west side of
the maze, where the oblique joint set is sometimes
expressed along with the main joint set. These are
solution tubes, which I assume are the oldest levels in the
cave. In many areas these upper levels are not separate
tubes but channels in the ceiling of the main maze
(seco nd level). Toward the east side the upper level tubes
are less integrated and appear as solutionally widened
joints or domes- I call them 'joint-domes". Near the
entrance there are fewer ceiling channels or joint-domes.
The main and oblique joint sets have formed a triangular
breakdown block near the entrance, called "Mushroom
Rock."
The entrance is formed at a major junction of the
main and oblique joint sets, but is only one of many
possible future entrances. Large, conical soil plugs that
ascend into joint-domes are seen in the southwest and
west areas. These I presume to be naturally filled
sinkholes, which may someday open up. It would be
interesting to correlate these soil plugs to depressions on
the surface. Distant maze areas in the cave may have
similar incipient entrances that could be opened to
provide access for exploration.
The Entrance Maze is bounded on the north by The
Lower Crevice, a now-abandoned stream canyon (third
level), and on the south by The Stream Passage, which
might be thought of as level 3 V2. These stream passages
slope down toward the southeast. According to my data
the floor of the maze is about 1.4 m (4.6 ft .) higher at the
northwest corner than at the southeast corner, over a
distance of 110m (360 ft.). This gives us a dip of 0.7° ±
0.2° for the maze, based on a small statistical sample of
floor elevations. It would be interesting to see if this
estimate bears up by doing a leveling tube survey of the
ceiling and floor across the maze.
Many passages end in cross-joints at the margins of
the maze. The exact location of The Stream Passage in
relation to the maze is not very certain and needs to be
confirmed with cave radio locations. On the map I have
outlined the "Upstream Survey" (by Joe Ivy and others)
as far as it went to about the "B" near the southwest
corner of the maze. The rest of the stream was sketched
in from the old map and may be inaccurate. If the
position of the stream is generally correct, then it appears
that the stream has cut a canyon along the same joints
that terminate the maze passages. I observed two
sinkholes in the floor at passage junctions near EM29 at
the southeast corner of the maze. These soil sinkholes
may be subsiding into' the streambank below.
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In my view, The Entrance Maze has had a long
history, starting with small solution tubes in what is now
the upper levels, many of which coalesced and cut down
into the second level, or main maze. Water flowed slowly
across the maze from northwest to southeast and
gradually dissolved out interconnecting tubes. A stream
channel developed along a deep joint, now The Crevice,
leaving the maze dry. Breakdown occurred in the main
maze at this time and is continuing. Finally, The Crevice
stream was pirated by the slightly deeper Stream Passage
to the south. Sinkholes and entrances formed at various
times and are still forming. I would welcome any
alternative explanations of the Maze's history that others
may want to write.
The Future of the Powell's Cave Survey

In my opinion some of the resurveys done in Powell's
Cave since 1989 are worse or no better than the original
surveys.
There may be problems with incorrect
techniques, but the main problem is in the sketching and
bookkeeping, especially in maze areas.
Too many
sketchers are trying to sketch it all freehand when they
should try a more mechanical approach. In a maze you
usually develop a distorted sketch if you don't plot as you
go. When this distortion happens, the sketcher becomes
more and more frustrated because he or she can't get
things to look right on paper. Careful plotting to scale
and repeating data aloud also tend to prevent blunders in
station numbering, which is a common problem. A
sketcher should never allow the team to drive the survey
and get more than one station ahead, because it results
in hasty sketching and blunders in taking data and
numbering stations. Not taking clinometer readings over
many stations is a mistake because without that data the
survey gets distorted and we cannot determine the
elevation differences that relate to the cave's
hydrogeologic history.
Looking back at this survey, I realize it might have
worked better just to survey the maze rapidly without
sketching until later. I could have then brought in an
accurate, adjusted computer plot (as I did later), and laid
in the details without tying up a whole survey team for
long periods. This second stage could involve only two
people instead of three. The level of detail that I used
may not be necessary for other areas of Powell's Cave,
but I hope that cavers will borrow some of these
techniques when mapping mazes.

Regular trips to Powell's Cave are the fourth weekend
of February, june, and October. Contact Terry Holsinger,
1007-A Milford Way, Austin, Texas 78745, phone: (512}
443-4241.
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POWELL'S CAVE
THE ENTRANCE MAZE
MENARD COUNTY, TEXAS
Suunto & tape surveys by the Texas Speleological Association:
1989

1990

January 28
October 28-29

1991

February 24
June 23
October 27-28

February 23
June 22

Drafted by William R. Elliott, 1992.
Personnel: William R. Elliott, Doug Allen, Linda Palit, Joann and David DeLuna,
Juaquin Ketchbaw, Steve Barnes, Johanna Reece, Keith Heuss, Paul Reavely,
Charles Withrow, Mike McCaskill, Claren Kotrla, Sean Trainor, Erik Quiroz,
Beau Radloff, Jennifer Thomas, Christopher Lowe, and Carolyn Siegert.

Survey Statistics: Total traverse= 1,777 m (5,829 ft), 217 survey shots.
Depth below entrance: Upper levels= 11 m (36 ft); Main maze= 15 m (49 ft);
Junction with The Crevice at CLA6 = 19.5 m (64ft).
Area of maze (west of entrance)= 1.25 hectares (3.1 acres).
Processed and plotted with SMAPS 4.3 .
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This year's TOTR was a three day event. As usual it
will go down in caver annals as the best old-timers'reunion ever. There was such a mass of people that it
was hard to keep track of everything that went on and
everyone who was there. From the North Texas area,
Bruce and Donna Anderson, Mike Anderson and Meta
Huzarevech, Clay and Kevin Chambers, Butch Fralia,
Terry Free, Russell Hill, Jay Jorden, Travis Kinchen,
Dave and Barbe McClung, Ron Miller, Bob and Will
Obele, Mark and Pam Porter, Danny Sherrod, and Tag
Swan were some scurrying around.
Thursday was a great time to get to TOTR because
there was a wide choice of camping spots. Future plans
say that TOTR will continue to run for three days. Once
again the planners say TOTR needs a new location to
accommodate more people. Though the registration says
just over 400 people, the area becomes more crowded
each year. This may be because of more vendors.
Friday was a casual day with a few people being
drafted to set up the hot tub, sauna, and circus tent. Old
friends gathered and visited, while a few people headed
for vertical activity and others snuck off to do some
caving in the area. Friday night was the big influx of
people.
Saturday, the event began in earnest with the cooks
firing up smokers, speleo-olympics starting up and
vendors hawking their wares. I helped the cooks, a feat
that entitles you to free samples all day long. If you
don't mind a little work, it's a great place to be. The
cooks have their own beer keg that gets tapped a little
earlier than the other kegs. Bruce Anderson helped
negotiate a deal with Gonzo Guano for the Maverick
Grotto Door prize. Linda Palit cut us a really good deal
on a Petzl Mega headlamp and some colored carabineers.
Linda and Joe Ivy did a booming business as their prices
were a tad lower than Bob and Bob. They have an edge
because of all the custom climbing gear designed and
sewn by Joe Ivy. As usual Bob made out like a bandit.
One of these days I'll live to hear him say he made
enough to pay for his gas on the way down.
As usual, the meal was outstanding with a wide
variety of food to tease the palate. There was a repeat
performance by the cabrito cooks, a whole hog, lots of
brisket, ceveshe, deer chili and more things than I could
keep track of, even though I helped cook it. It laid a good
foundation in the stomach for the night's festivities.
After dinner, the cooks awards were given, then the
prizes to the olympic winners, and after that the door
prizes. I never did find out who won the Grotto prizes.
Once the prizes were given out, the Austin Lounge
Lizards began in earnest to entertain everyone. There
were complaints and there were praises but over all,
everyone was pleased.
Sunday morning began early with the 1994 NSS
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in the TSA

Convention Committee meeting. That meeting will be
reported at a later time when the minutes are available.
That was following by the fall TSA meeting.
The new TSA officers for 1993 are Carl Ponebshek
(chairman), Carolyn Biegart (vice-chairman), Allan Cobb
(treasurer) and Cathy Winfrey (secretary). The former
vice-chairman chose not to run again to have more time
for his home grotto and park projects. Alan Cobb wants
to computerize the finances for the TSA. He has
successfully computerized his personal and business
finances. Alan will also complete the non-profit status
application in time to take advantage of mailing cost
savings for 1993.
There will be a substantial change in The Texas
Caver for 1993. The Texas Caver magazine will become
a quarterly publication.
There will be a monthly
newsletter sent out that will be a calendar of events
across the state. Joel King, has volunteered (I really
mean volunteered- not drafted) to publish the newsletter.
It will typically be two sheets and the information will be
kept up to date by representatives of different grotto's
across the state. This should keep everyone abreast of a
large number of activities they can participate in.

RiTEs of FAll
Gy :Jay :Joufe.n
The tradition continues. With the coming of fall with
its yellow leaves and a chill in the air, cavers from the
Dallas-Fort Worth and Maverick grottos reunited at the
M&W Ranch near Glen Rose October 3-4.
It was the Mavs' turn to cook, while D-FW brought
refreshments. Russell Hill of Springtown had pulled his
giant smoker into place and Butch Fralia et al. proceeded
to do the honors on giant turkey legs with all the
trimmings.
The Brazos River was running tolerably well, nnd
Steve Dalton had set up his giant hot tub nearby. By late
afternoon Saturday, it was already getting pleasantly
warm. The D-FW clan sacrificed a dome tent for use as
a sauna, having failed to see John Thompson come over
the horizon with his official version.
The group had invited Peter Strickland, the hot tub
innovator from Austin, to North Texas to see the new
tub. But he could not make it, saying later that he and
Jocie Hooper were already committed to going to Mary
Standifer's wedding that weekend.
The night settled in, but not too cold. Bruce
Anderson produced his famous cobbler, via iron skillet
and campfire. Dave "Cave" McClung was providing some
recorded music for the occasion and Tag Swann pulled
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out his guitar. The central bonfire was a focus of talk
and discussion about caving and related topics into the
wee hours of Sunday morning.
Screams were later heard as a result of the incredibly
satisfying series of saunas inside the nylon enclosure.
The chilly Brazos river water afterward channeled

feelings for the Hill Country straight into North Texas.
We were standing on limestone, with the smell of cedars
in the air! What could be better?
Rounding out the joint parties for 1992, the fall rites
were pronounced a great success.

The CIA
(Cave Intelligence Agency)
b!J :Jim fPCl!j 12£
The Gorman Bat Report. Beginning this year a new
survey is being conducted at Colorado Bend State Park.
The survey will report the estimated bat population of
Gorman Cave on a monthly basis. The survey will be
headed up by Jim Payne of the Maverick Grotto.
The survey team will be limited to three cavers
equipped with red lenses on their light sources to
minimize disruption of the bats.
Population estimations are dependant on the bats
being roosted and the size of the clusters Estimations are
based on an equation of 150 bats per square foot of
cluster. The surveys will also be conducted in the
morning in hopes the bats will be nested after the
previous night's flight.
The first survey was conducted on the October CBSP
work trip. The survey team consisted of Jim Payne, Mike
Nelson and Ted Allen. ·
The morning of the survey got off on a bad note. The
key needed to unlock the gate to get into the back of the
cave to conduct the survey was late, and the fears were
the bats would be already stirring in the cave. Projects
this morning were a little muddled since this was the first
work trip since June and there was a rather large
turnout of cave research volunteers. One unfortunate
thing did come up when others wanted to join the trip, in
that the maximum number for the team had been
reached and adding more would be risking more noise.
The key did arrive and off the team went to Gorman
Cave.
Arriving at the entrance, the final equipment check
was made. The ready signal was given, we entered the
cave and let the sunlight diminish behind us. Very
quietly whispering, and conscious of each sound our
foot steps made, we adjusted to be even quieter. Of all the
times I have visited Gorman Cave this was the best, as
we moved deeper into the cave without any thought
distracting words.
The first few hundred feet into the underground
world was uneventful and void of bats. We had lucked
out; the bats were not in flight skimming up and down
the long dark passageway.
We located the first roost about 600 feet into the
main passage. The roost was located under a ledge about
4 feet from the floor of the passage near the formation
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known as the Bathtub. Within another 20 feet and about
7 feet from the floor was a second roost of bats. We were
in such close proximity there was no way of getting
around without the two clusters being disturbed.
Fortunately the estimations were already made and the
lights turned out before the bat flight started. A roar of
sound erupted, similar to rainfall on a tin roof, and as we
got our lights back on, the two clusters had flown. The
bats had moved higher up into the ceiling of the cavern
and settled back into one roost.
Continuing on, we went through the gate. This is
where my familiarity with Gorman Cave ends. Two lone
bats skimmed the walls and ceilings of Separation Lake.
Working our way around to the breakdown area we
found the underground lake of crystal clear water
beneath the passage we traveled on. Twisting and
turning, on we went till we reached the passage just
before the Bat Room.
The air was getting bad at this point. The Bic lighter
test failed; no flame erupted to indicate an acceptable
oxygen level. One of the team members was feeling the
effects of the air quality. Ted was hallucinating he was
a great underground explorer standing in the middle of
a patch of 8 foot tall mushrooms (Journey to the Center
of the Earth) and a giant prehistoric bat was circling
above in search of prey. The bat spotted him and started
diving at great speed towards the intended meal.
Frantically Ted dodged from mushroom to mushroom to
escape the fatal attack.
Meanwhile, Mike and I went to the Bat Room and
found the largest cluster of bats surveyed on this trip.
After making notes of the size, the roaring sound was
beginning to emerge. We turned down the lights and
backed out of the room. The sound ceased and the bats
settled back down. Mike and I went- back and led Ted
out of the land of the mushrooms. As we traveled back
the way we came in, the air quality improved and Ted's
head cleared, with the exception that he still thinks he's
a great underground explorer.
This trip the bat population estimate is 3,300 bats.
It marks the beginning of a one year project to collect
statistical data for the bat population of Gorman Cave.
The project will develop a base line of the current bat
population and the bat reaction to public visitation.
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Bill Mixon's

Book

NSS Cave Diving Manual. An Overview. Edited
by Joe Prosser and H. V. Grey. Cave Diving
Section of the National Speleological Society;
1992, 377 pp. softbound. $28 postpaid (section
members $25) from NSS CDS, Box 950, Branford,
Florida 32008.

Cave divers are the largest group of recreational
divers who are forced to regularly ignore many of the
accepted rules of recreational diving, such as not going
deeper than 100 feet and not doing dives that require
decompression. This is, of course, because the caves don't
cooperate with such rules. In addition, there is the fact
that when one is cave diving there isn't any open air
nearby in case of trouble. A number of cave divers
regularly make penetrations thousands of feet from the
cave entrance at water depths of 250 feet or more. Or
how about stopping for decompression at a depth of 550
feet? Not an everyday occurrence, but it's been done in
a cave . This new manual from the NSS Cave Diving
Section is an introduction to cave diving. Anybody who
tries cave diving after merely reading a book is crazy, and
probably soon dead, but the book will serve as a good
reference for those serious enough to get the proper
training. And I would say that the book should be
interesting to anyone interested in ordinary scuba diving,
even if he can't imagine ever lifting twin hundreds, or in
ordinary caving, even if he believes that when the ceiling
stops getting lower and starts getting deeper, that's God's
way of saying, "The cave ends here."
It is interesting to compare this new manual with the
previous NSS cave diving manual, published just ten
years ago. Some of the topics in the new manual, notably
mixed-gas (heliox or trimix) diving and the use of
"scooters," are not mentioned at all in the earlier book, a
sign of the rapid progress of the field. The chapter on
mixed-gas diving is one of the longest in the book. It
covers the techniques currently in use by cave divers and
also mentions some experimental breathing mixtures that
have been used by commercial divers, but haven't yet
been needed in caving. One of the more interesting is a
mixture of hydrogen and oxygen that is not explosive
because it contains only 1 percent oxygen; we're talking
serious depth here.
I found the material on the
physiology of decompression and mixed-gas diving
particularly interesting.
It is also interesting to compare this new NSS manual
with the similar manual published in 1990 by the Cave
Diving Group of Great Britain. The NSS manual, while
it has a good chapter on sump diving, concentrates mostly
on diving large and spectacular underwater caves like
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those of Florida and the Yucatan, and the United States
cave-diving community arose mainly out of the
community of scuba divers. In Britain, cave divers were
generally originally cavers, and they are diving sumps in
order to connect caves or discover extensions to dry caves.
Although many of the underwater connections discovered
in recent years have required very long dives, the
passages are usually small and the visibility often
appalling (which seems to be a British euphemism for
non-existent). In such circumstances, a diving partner is
often viewed as just something else that can go wrong,
and the British manual contains very little about diving
and communicating with a buddy. The NSS manual,
while not ignoring the need for the cave diver to be
completely self-reliant, also discusses techniques for
sharing air in emergencies and has a whole chapter on
communication by light signals, hand signs, and so on.
The British manual also contains much less about mixedair diving, because most dry-cave sumps are relatively
shallow dives.
The book includes chapters on such specialized topics
ad underwater cave photography and surveying, as well
as a somewhat optimistically titled chapter on "Rescue
and Recovery Operations," which is devoted mostly to the
latter. There are also introductions to cave hydrogeology
and underwater cave fauna. The book is nicely produced.
I found the illustrations well done, but sparse in places.
The cover has a beautifully printed photograph of a cave
diver floating among formations. A clever binding allows
the book to lie nearly flat without breaking the back, but
unfortunately the cover is printed on stock that curls into
a semicircle in any humidity levels ever encountered in
Florida.
The authors in this book are many of the country's
top cave divers, and they have provided a good and
authoritative review of the current state of the art. It
will be interesting, I'm sure, to compare this book with
the next one, in another ten years.
-- Bill Mixon

Guidebooks to the annual NSS Convention

The guidebooks to the annual NSS conventions have
gotten to be major surveys of the caves and karst of their
areas and are often the best reference on them for many
years after the convention. The guidebook for the
Indiana convention just past will be no exception. Caving
in the Heartland, edited by Tom Rea, is over two hundred
and fifty pages long. There are 64 pages on the karst
geology of the area, including the road log for the
convention's geology field trip, which visited, among other
things, the famous Lost River area, literally a textbook
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example of karst geology (in Thornbury's Principles of
Geomorphology). The bulk of the book is descriptions
and maps of some one hundred caves. Locations are not
given, however, which compromises its usefulness as a
real guidebook. There is a list of all Indiana caves over
one thousand feet long. The main thing missing is
anything about the biology of the caves in the area,
except for a few comments in the cave descriptions
themselves.
The NSS Bookstore, Cave Avenue,
Huntsville, Alabama 35810, sells the guidebook for $15,
plus $2 .50 additional for postage and handling on mail
orders.
-- Bill Mixon

GYPKAP Report #2. Edited by Dave Belski.
Southwest Region of the National Speleological
Society; 1992. 56 pp. softbound plus six folded
map plates. $16.50 postpaid from SWR, Dave
Belski, 408 Southern Sky, Carlsbad, New Mexico
88220. (Number 1 is still available for $11.50
postpaid, and you can get both for $22.00
postpaid.)

This is the long awaited second report on the
Sou1,hwest Region's gypsum karst project. Since 1987,
thP. project has mapped nearly one hundred twenty
thcusand feet of caves in New Mexico's gypsum plains.
Parlc.'s Ranch Cave is the longest, with about twenty
thonsand feet, and there are three other caves over ten
thousand feet long. This report covers work since 1987,
wh,o;] the first report was published. The bulk of the
report is descriptions and maps of over forty caves. Six
of i,he maps are 16-by-21-inch map plates folded and,
unfn rtunately, loose. I'm sure the wall-sized original
maps are beautiful, but they were not drafted with
rep--oduction in mind, and the published reductions, even
the large ones, are illegible unless a magnifying glass is
used.
One of the most interesting finds in the area is a cave
population of tiger salamanders that retain their gills
even when adult. The article on them will repay the
considerable effort it takes to wade through it. There is
nothing that should be difficult in it, but special effort
seenJ.s to have been made at obfuscation.
Warts and all, this is an interesting and reasonably
pri(:ed publication on a caving area that deserves to be
better known. These reports will help.
-- Bill Mixon

Love's Endless Flame. Betty Brooks. Kensington
Publishing, New York; 1992. 448 pp. softbound.
$4.50. A Zebra Historical Romance.

Whoa, wrong magazine? Not really. This book has
a plot typical of the genre: boy meets girl, they detest
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each other, circumstances cause them to have perilous
adventures together, and they fall in love with a flaming
(but not too explicit) passion. But most of this story
occurs in a cave on a Texas Hill Country ranch, a cave
that seems to be extraordinarily prone to cave-ins. No
historical romance
is complete without some
anachronisms. Although the time is 1897, the characters
speak of spelunkers and spelunking, words that weren't
coined until the 1930s and probably didn't come to the
attention of very many people until the "Life Goes
Spelunking" article in 1946. The girl, who is the one of
the pair with previous caving experience, wishes she had
a carbide lamp; carbide lamps didn't come into use until
this century. She also wants a Ruhmkorff lamp, which
presumably refers to the fictional devices that lit Jules
Verne's Journey to the Center of the Earth. Whether this
is a literary joke by author Brooks or on her, I won't
conjecture. The writing can be summed up as about the
sort one would expect to find in a series of books that is
published, if the subscription form bound into the book
is to be believed, at a rate exceeding one a week. This
may be the only caving book I have that gives the mouth
(October) as well as the year of publication on the
copyright page.
"He'd blaze a trail of red-hot kisses that was sure to
heat her chilled body and create a fire of passion bright
enough to light even the darkest cave." Rush down to
your favorite chain bookstore today. But they're probably
already destroyed the unsold copies to make room for
newer books. Tough luck.
-- Bill Mixon

Dispatcl1es
C:;

:fa:J :Jo'ldw

CARLSBAD, N.M. -- A proposal to drill near.
Lechuguilla Cave is under consideration by the U.S.
Bureau of Land Management. The agency is taking
written public comments on its draft plan through
November 20.
Cavers are alarmed about the proposal that a Roswell,
N.M. company be allowed to drill for natural gas near the
cave, which is on surface wilderness land.
The recommendation for the well site followed a
yearlong environmental study, the agency contended.
Yates Energy Corp.'s application to the BLM for a permit
includes a well not far from the cave entrance.
The cave, which is still being mapped, is 59 miles long
and the nation's deepest.
Cavers and environmentalists have expressed alarm
about gas drilling in the area, fearing a drill could hit a
passage. Such a result could damage the world-class
cave's ecological system or destroy geologic features.
"I feel like we're going down the middle of the road
and we're taking a reasonable approach to this," argued
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Joe INcardine, a BLM geologist in Santa Fe who headed
the team that prepared the draft environmental impact
statement.
The BLM and National Park Service studied 13
square miles that lie about 10 miles southwest of
Carlsbad and just north of the northern boundary of
Carlsbad Caverns National Park.

A public hearing on the draft statement was
scheduled October 22 in Carlsbad.
The BLM contended that it was trying to prevent
harm to Lech by moving Yates' well site 500 feet and
requiring the company to drill with air instead of with
drilling muds.

1 994 NSS Canventian News
Gy :Jay :Jo"l.den
The NSS 1994 Convention Committee, in its business
meeting at the Texas Old Timers' Reunion October 17,
announced subcommittee appointments and heard reports
on recent activities.
Committee Co-Chair Ron Ralph, now of Waco, said 14
entries had been received for the convention's logo
contest. He announced that the entry entitled "Cave the
Republic," by Robin Wilson of Carlsbad, N.M., had been
favored by 56 percent or 160 of cavers voting. Robin was
congratulated on her accomplishment. Her logo shows a
caver rappelling into a Texas-shaped pit. The convention
is scheduled for June 19-25, 1994.
Secretary Donna Anderson read minutes of the last
meeting, which were approved. Treasurer Bruce
Anderson reported that grottos had collected about $360
toward expenses of the committee before it had been
permitted to receive an advance from the National
Speleological Society. It was moved to reimburse grottos
for their donations. Along with written contracts for
convention facilities, deposits have been paid to Fort
Clark Springs and Kinney County for the week-long use
of its Civic Center. Bids for convention T-shirts and
patches will be solicited before registration forms are
printed.
The convention's executive committee is comprised of
Ron and Jay Jorden as co-chairs, along with Bruce and
Donna. The EC announced the formation of the following
committees and their chairs: Registration, Cathy Winfrey;
Sessions, Bill Mixon; Campground, Blake Harrison;
Guidebook, Program & Geology Guidebook, Dr. William
Elliott; Geology Field Trip, George Veni; Cave Trips,
Donna Anderson; Special Events, Barbe Barker; Howdy
Party,Mike Walsh; Publicity, Michael Anderson; Vendors,
Gill Ediger; and Health & Safety, Bob Cowell.
Under Registration are a number of subcommittees,
including T-shirts, patches and the bulletin board. Noble
Stidham, Kenny McGee, Ivy McLane and David and Ida
Cooper have signed up in this area. Sessions include the
Cartographic, Photo, Photographic Print, Cave Ballad and
Graphic Arts Salons, as well as displays, the vertical
sessions and banquet. Susie Lasko is on the vertical list,
while Sheila Knight is in place for coordinating
vegetarian meals. Keith Reuss, Mary Speece and Alan
Cobb have volunteered so far to help Elliott on the
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guidebook. The Campground Committee includes
provisiOns for showers, foot
bridges, recycling,
campground signs, Porta Johns, firewood, hot tubs,
saunas and manpower necessary to do the jobs. Pete
Strickland, Michael Anderson, Carol McGee, Dave "Cave"
McClung, Mike Cagle, Tag Swann, Steve Dalton and Jon
Cradit are on this list. Cradit is also down for helping
with Geology, along with Jimmy Thomas. Cave Trips
include those during convention, with Walsh, Randy
Waters, Cobb and Tranbarger down to help. Also, Pre·
and Post-Convention Trips and coordinators include Pat
Helton, Cobb, Terry Sayther, Jorden and Ediger. Special
Events will include SpeleOlympics and Speleo Auction
along with Mexico activities, archaeological and biological
trips, bat flights, contest awards and airplane use. David
Cooper, Kelley "Deacon" Deem, Gary Napper, Ralph,
Sayther, Elliott, Cobb, McClung and Ed Young are on
this list. Howdy Party subheadings and participants
include food and band, Dave and Barbe; and vegetarian
meals, Sheila. John Fogarty, Norma Peacock, Jay and
Roswell Jones are helping on Publicity, while Carolyn
Biegert and Walsh are down for Vendors. Tom Bones is
signed up for Health & Safety, with Bob Oakley in charge
of security, along with Ken Laidlaw and Young.
During the meeting, Veni brought up the idea of
having an expanded tour besides the Geology Field Trip.
Ron said a "Waltz Across Texas" format is envisioned,
with other interests -- natural history, etc. -- to be
addressed. Pat Helton, who could not be at TOTR, fa--<ed
a report on his work in the Guads caves for pre- and post·
convention caving. Rune Burnett is working on access to
caves on Texas Parks and Wildlife Department parks and
property. Joe Ivy may be working on a plan for a pre·
convention mock rescue through the auspices of the
National Cave Rescue Commission.
It is envisioned that the 1994 convention will have an
international flair, being close to the Texas-Mexico
border. Discussion of liaison with cavers in Mexico and
those flying into the convention ensued. Committee
mailings are being made to grotto contacts.
More than two dozen people attended the convention
committee meeting, which was adjourned shortly before
the Texas Speleological Association business session.
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1994 Convention Logo Contest
by JWJ Jorckn
Cavers at the Texas Old Timers' Reunion have
approved the logo for the National Speleological Society's
1994 convention. Robin Wilson of Carlsbad, N.M. won
the competition with her entry, entitled "Cave the
Republic."
The announcement came on Sunday, Oct. 18, the day
after voting by those registered for TOTR. Robin's entry,
which was composed using computer-aided design, was
picked by 160 cavers or 56 percent of those voting. Her
logo depicts a caver rappelling into a Texas-shaped pit.
It was produced using a computer graphics program, then
traHsferred to a color laser printer.
Garnering second place in the competition among 14
eni.ries was one entitled, "Lone Star State: Five Star
Ccving'' by Kitty Parker of the Lubbock Area Grotto.
Th<" logo featured the Texas flag behind a foreground of
staiagtites and stalagmites. She also entered another
version of the logo, which showed the five stars in the
background.
Another entry was submitted by Jon Cradit, entitled
"NSS Caving '94 : Under the Lone Star." Kenny McGee
of the Illinois State Geological Survey in Champaign, Ill.
and the husband of Carol McGee of Houston, submitted
six entries. One, entitled "Beat the Heat in a Texas Cave:
Fort. Clark Springs", depicted a caver wearing a carbide
lamp-equipped cowboy hat and holding a chile pepper.
Another entry, with the same logo, had the motto, "ChiliOui. in a Texas Cave." Yet another logo, entitled
"Texasaurus Flexii," showed a caver chimneying through
the ~3tar of Texas, while an additional logo showing three
cav(:rs and a bat inside the star was called, ''Vini Vidi
Vici." Kenny also submitted an entry showing cavers

crawling and chimneying around the state of Texas, and
entitled, "Perpetual Happiness -- Only in Texas: 1994
Annual NSS Convention." Alternate mottos were, "Texas
Tunnel Vision," "Do It in the Dark" and "Chili-Out in a
Texas Cave: Fire in the Hole." Two other ideas showed
the hands of a clock inside the logo, "Time to Go Caving,"
and an untitled drawing with a caving cowboy climbing
out of a pit on a rope tied to one horn of a longhorn cow.
Kitty also submitted an entry showing a caver
rappelling through the state of Texas, near a star
marking the location of convention site Brackettville,
where a cloud of bats was spiraling upward. Meta
Huzarcvich and Michael Anderson produced an entry
showing a cowboy boot with a lone star under a cowboy
hat sporting a carbide lamp, the state map with
convention location and the year inside a coil of rope and
the motto, "Throw Some Rope in Texas." Last but not
least, Joe Ivy of San Antonio cranked out an entry
showing the bottom half of a caving cowboy wearing
boots sporting the Texas map and standing inside a cave
that had a subterranean armadillo. It was entitled,
"Caving Texas Cowboy Style."
Jimmy Thurlo of Lubbock, standing in for Noble
Stidham, assembled the entries at a central location and
brought them to the old timers' reunion, where they were
posted on a board and became part of the competition.
The NSS 1994 Convention Committee expressed its
appreciation to all contestants for their fine efforts
toward making the event a big success in the next two
years! Keep on drawin'!
(See all the entries on the following pages.)

Peter Sprouse
P.O. Box 8424
Austin, Texas 78713
Ed i t or, Texas Caver
30 November 1992
I'd like to make some corrections to articles of mine which appeared
in the October Texas Caver.
In the equipment review on the SRT Stop
Des cender, paragraph two, it should have read: the spring~loaded . gate is
opened without removing the device from the harness carab1neer, 1nstead of
the rope as stated.
In my article about pit nomenclature I neglected to
~i s cuss the term pitch, a commonly used term ~n Br~tain:
I ~ould.sa~ t~at
1t is synonymous with shaft, but not necessar1ly w7th p1t, s1nce 1t 1sn t
used to describe an entrance by itself. A caver m1ght say that she had
found several shafts while hiking about, but not pitches. However, after
pushing one she might then refer to the entrance pitch.
Peter Sprouse
Austin
The Texas Caver
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NSS NATIONAL CONVENTION
BRAO\ETTVILLE I TEXAS

15th

Annual Texas Old Timers' Reunion
b'J JlUJ Jo,Jell

About 380 cavers from Texas and as far away as California
were drawn to the Hill Country this month -- some for their
15th year in a row. The Texas Old Timers' Reunion on the
Blanco River came off as one of the biggest and best ever,
complete with plenty of vertical and other contests, cave gear
swapping and a Saturday night concert by recording artists The
Austin Lounge Lizards. Of course, there were also plenty of
caving trips -- for those who had time to sneak away from
camp!
Gill Ediger of Austin, who with Blake Harrison of Santa Fe,
N.M. and Wimberley and others had used bulldozers to expand
the campsite, was master of ceremonies for the event. It also
featured a lavish banquet by the Old Timers' cooks, an awards
ceremony highlighted by a special prize for James Reddell and
numerous business meetings (at which progress was made!).
Plans for the 1994 NSS Convention at Brackettville, Texas were
a focus of a couple of meetings. (Please see separate, short
article for details.)
As usual, a number of cavers from the Dallas-Fort Worth
area attended. Alan Glennon, now at Texas A&M University in
College Station, was even present. lie said his father, Bob, was
doing well and living in McKinney and his brother, Ashley, had
married (??) and moved north and out-of-state. Other D-FW
types included Bob and Will Obele, Dave "Cave" McClung and
Barbe Barker, Bruce and Donna Anderson, Butch Fralia, Mark
Porter, Ron Miller, Clay Chambers, Kevin Glover, their woodchoppin' buddy from the Texas Department ofTransportation,
Russell Hill, Danny Sherrod and Jay Jorden.
I rode down with Dave and Barbe, arriving at "Little
Arkansas" about 10:30 p.m. The campsite was already packed
with trucks, tents and people. We found spaces at the Bexar
Grotto area with the group including Carl Ponebshek, chairman
of the Texas Speleological Association. There was a lot of
news to catch up on, and consequently, no one went to bed
before 2 a.m.
The sun came up too early Saturday, with cavers
organizing the day's contest activities and vendors setting up
in their areas. Linda Pal it's Gonzo Guano Gear with Joe Ivy was
represented, as well as Bob Liebman and Bob & Bob Caving
Emporium. The Texas Cave Management Association had a
booth, as well as Texas Speleological Survey, with Mike Walsh
and Bill Elliott manning their respective areas. The TOTR's
massive awning had been set up for the banquet and meetings,
and several metal smokers were already hot. Along the Blanco,
Pete Strickland was stoking his hot tub, and stacks of cedar
and other wood were appearing nearby. A flatbed truck was
modified into a stage, with lights and public address system,
against the backdrop of a massive cliff that also served as a
vertical obstacle course run by Mark Minton et al.
As the morning progressed into early afternoon, runs were
made into Wimberley for more supplies, the 30-meter climb
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was rigged via pulleys into the traditional tree and the
SpeleOiympics got under way along the river bank, starting at
a large metal culvert.
Watching the festivities were a number of out-of-state
cavers: Bill Liebman of California; Dave and Carol Belski, Glenda
Dawson and Linda Starr of New Mexico; George and Kay
Crosby of Louisiana; and others.
The TOTR cooks triggered a run for the banquet area by
the ceremonial beating oflarge kitchen-type utensils. A row of
bearers offered up a smoked pig for the sacrifice, to the cheers
of a hungry crowd. They got in the usual long line, with
servers bringing occasional bits of sausage, bowls of ceviche
and other delicacies to sample. Cavers also voted for the
official logo of the 1994 NSS Convention on printed ballots,
which were collected at the meal.
So, shortly after 5 p.m., cavers began queueing up for the
traditional feed, which included roast pig, ceviche, turkey,
fajitas, beans of all kinds, chicken of all varieties, salad, soup,
salmon, pico de gallo, brisket, potatoes (Dan Quayle's least
favorite word) and President Bush's least favorite vegetable ··
broccoli. The cooks even sneaked in a little roadkill in the
middle of everything else -- but it was well-disguised and
tasted OK. David Locklear, that elusive caver who is known to
show up at the most unexpected places, was on the serving
line, along with Bob Obele!
After the banquet, cavers moved down the river to the
concert stage, where Mack Pitchford introduced the Lounge
Lizards. The five-member modem bluegrass band launched
into an action-packed first set which included their classic "Hot
Tubs of Tears" (dedicated by them to Strickland), a fast-picking
version of the "Lunatic" song off Pink Floyd's "Dark Side of the
Moon" and other songs.
Across the river, a chili cookoff and music by a San
Antonio band vied for attention. Some cavers who were in
overflow camping across the Blanco -- George and Kay included
-- got to see both events.
Between Lounge Lizards' sets, Andy Grubbs and Charlie
Loving, chief of the TOTR Cooks, were passing out door prizes
and making various awards. Reddell, who was wounded in a
recent shooting by an irate lessee on some property north of
Austin while the cave biologist was making collections for the
Lower Colorado River Authority, received the Order of the
Purple Bat and a "Silver Bullet Award" to the cheers of
supportive cavers. Many were angered by the attack, and a
grand jury was scheduled later to review the shooting which
brought condemnation from the river authority.
Loving presented the Golden Fork Awards for culinary
excellence among the TOTR cooks. Jane White got a soup
award, while Tom White was recognized for his brisket. Fra! 'a,
Bob Oakley and Ed Alexander also got awards, along with T.R.
Evans. Terry Plemens' salmon was recognized as well.
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In vertical awards, Peter Sprouse, Susie Lasko, Lyle Moss,
Cathy Chauvin, Vicki Ralph, Brett Bartlett, Dan Love and Bill
Stephens were among those recognized. Sprouse, Bartlett and
Stephens got awards for the 30-meter men's climb. Brett's
time was apparently 33.3 seconds . Ms. Chauvin, formerly of
Austin and now in New Mexico, came in at 59.9 seconds on
the women's 30-meter.
Awards were also given for
SpeleOlympics, with the winner coming in at just over one
minute. Stephens and Tom Iliff were among the top finishers
in the contest.
All this competition and caving (and talk about competition
and caving) built up a thirst among the crowd, who could
choose between cerveza and vino in alcoholic beverages, and
a myriad of soft drinks. As a portable generator humming in
the distance kept the stage and keg lights blazing, the first in
a series of saunas got under way, with D-FW member and
Austinite Terry Holsinger handling the cherry-red sauna metal.
With sparks from the fires arcing into the starry night sky, a
procession of cavers was treated to an Indian-style sweat
lodge, with cold river water and a baking bonfire afterward.
~s C0d's little lanterns twinkled overhead, all agreed that it
never gets any better than this.
After another late night, the formal meetings began early
Sunday with the 1994 NSS Convention Committee before 9
a.m. and the TSA business session at to a.m. At the TSA
meeting, Ponebshek, Vice-Chairman Fralia and SecretaryTreasurer Mary Standifer began by hearing committee reports.
They included the Publications Committee and book sales.
Alejandro Villagomez, in his Safety and Rescue Committee
report, .said he was still collecting names for the call-down list.
Alex complimented those who had participated in the recovery
of Indiana caver Chris Yeager's body from a Mexican cave
earlier in the year. Alex distributed his telephone number,
512-280-5507. On non-profit status, Butch reported that Jay
had assembled the IRS forms and begun filling them out, but
the project was hanging fire on a set of financial reports
required from the TSA treasurer. Jay also reported that the
TSA patches were delayed in transit from the Taiwanese
company that was making them, but progress was expected
soon. The Conservation Committee was also discussed.
In her treasurer's report, Mary said that the TSA has about
$1,547 in the bank, along with $45 in petty cash. Expenses
were anticipated in Texas Caver printing and mailing, but they
were expected to stay within budget. It was reported that
TOTR mailouts ran about $209 to around 700 people. Gill
Ediger said his original caver list included 1,200 people but
about 500 been eliminated, only to show up again later on the
list.
Walsh discussed the need for TCMA to hold meetings at
some TSA events, for more effective communication with its
members. George Veni talked about the controversy on the
Edwards Aquifer and the work he has done in the area. Under
old business, it was reported that a Memorandum of
Understanding is again in place between TSA and the Texas
P~rks and Wildlife Department. Rune Burnett of TPWD
discussed implications, including a new management system.
It was pointed out that recent installation of a bat gate at
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Gorman Cave helped prompt renewed official cooperation
between the two groups. Colorado Bend State Park and
Gorman are a test area for wider caver access, with Gorman to
be open to cavers, according to Keith Heuss, a Caver co-editor
and TPWD liaison. The TPWD legal department has issued a
written statement, with Colorado Bend to be a test project and
Gorman to be open in 1993. Fralia said the cave's gate is
working well, with a recent count showing 60 percent of the
bats were behind it. Fralia and Heuss are park project
managers.
Under new business, Walsh said that a committee of the
Austin city government recently voted that the TCMA will
manage 40-50 caves on municipal parkland. The matter will
come up again in an agenda for official vote. The Lost Oasis
tract in south Austin is still in negotiation, with Jay helping on
that, he said. Negotiations have also been under way with the
Edwards Aquifer agency.
Cavers are getting more high-tech with their
communication. The TSA Board of Governors approved a move
for a new, monthly TSA Activities Newsletter to supplement the
Caver, which would become a quarterly publication beginning
in 1993. Pat Copeland of Brownwood and Joel King are
volunteers for the monthly newsletter, which would announce
future events and provide other timely information that cannot
be publicized in the TSA magazine. The pilot issue of the
Activities Newsletter, distributed at TOTR by Ediger, states, "It
should be disseminated as widely as possible to all active Texas
cavers so they might be informed of caving activities and issues
in a timely manner. At the same time, the Texas Caver will
become a quarterly publication for articles, trip reports and
other past events." The pilot issue included a calendar, events
to watch for -- including the TSA winter BOG in January and
the TSA Convention in April or May -- and other items that
could be used when extra space was available. They include
grotto meeting times, places and contacts; a list of statewide
ongoing projects, phone number changes, upcoming caving
legislation and closed caves.
A new caver bulletin board was discussed, with computing
cavers urged to represent their grottos on the network,
thereby facilitating the newsletter's publication. A personal
wants/needs inventory distributed at TOTR was collected by
Carl, who said the results would be tabulated to better serve
the caving community. Pat Copeland, who agreed to help
publish the monthly newsletter, is reached at 103 Lori Ln.,
Brownwood, TX 76801 and at (915) 643-2952. She said
information was requested by the lOth of each month in order
to publish and distribute by the 20th. Donations were
solicited to kick the publication off. Meanwhile, Heuss and
Oren Tranbarger, also Caver co-editor, moved that that
publication be quarterly beginning next year. The motion was
approved.
In annual elections, Carl was re-elected chair, with Carolyn
Siegert chosen vice-chair. She'll be in charge of picking sites
for and organizing the winter and spring TSA meetings. Cathy
Winfrey was elected secretary, with Alan Cobb winning the
treasurer's race against Mary on the platform that he would
computerize the TSA's financial records.
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Officers present:
Carl Ponebshek
Butch Fralia
Mary Standifer
Mary Standifer

- Chariman
-Vice-Chairman
- Secretary
- Treasurer

Secretary's Report: None, Mary Standifer forgot the
minutes of the last meeting.
Treasurer's Report: Mary Standifer reports that there
is not enough money to pay for the Texas Caver if it
continues to go over its budgeted twenty pages. Carl
Ponebshek instructs the editors to stick to the budget.
Safety Committee Report: None, Alex Villagomez not
present.
Texas Parks and Wildlife: John Williams is no longer
the caver liaison at TPWD. Rune Burnett has replaced
him. Hope to have Gorman Cave and seven others open
to cavers and qualified public visitors soon. Mike Warton
has finished the Gorman Cave gate. The Hill Country
State Natural Area project will start soon.

The Texas Caver: Keith Heuss' issue nearly ready.
Oren Tranbarger says can't help but go over budget if all
material submitted lS published, especially the
photographs.
Conservation Committee Report: Carol McGee asks
what the TSA wants the conservation committee to
accomplish?
Butch Fralia suggests an educational
resource mailer be produced by the TSA. Carl Ponebshek
is representing the TSA to the Nature Conservancy.
Non-Profit Status Report:
Fralia are working on it.

Jay Jorden and Butch

Meeting Adjourned.
Submitted by Mary Standifer, TSA Secretary.

Take nothing but photographs.
Leave nothing but footprints.
Kill nothing but time.
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- Chairman
-Vice-Chairman
- Secretary
- Treasurer

Treasurer's Report: The TSA now has $1574 in the
checking account and $45.61 in petty cash. See formal
report published in this issue.
Committee Reports:
Safety and Rescue: Alex Villagomez reports that
several TSA members were involved in the successful
recovery of the body of Chris Yeager in Cueva Cheve.
This was a joint American/Mexican venture and required
highly technical vertical skills. Alex also reports that the
rebelay course which was set up on the cliff yesterday
was a success.
Publications: No report.
Non-Profit Status: Jay Jorden and Butch Fralia report
paperwork completed except the financial report. Mary
Standifer reports that the financial report has not yet
been done.
Patches: Jay Jorden reports that the reorder has been
placed but no results yet.
Conservation: Carol McGee has nothing to report.
George Veni is writing a position paper for the Edwards
Aquifer Underground Conservation District re:
sustainable water resources.
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department:
Rune
Burnett is our new liaison at TPWD and a caver. He
went over our new Memorandum of Understanding.
Rune also explains that TPWD is going to a new regional
operation. Caves are primarily located in regions 10, 6·
the hill country, and 3-far west Texas.
Keith Heuss reports that our ongoing project at
Colorado Bend State Park is still ongoing. Both the TSA
and TPWD are working on a brochure for CPSP.
Recreational caving will be allowed on Earth Day 1993.
Keith also reports that 60% of the bat population is
located behind the new gate in Gorman Cave so
apparently the design is a success because the bats have
adapted to it.
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New Business:
Doug Allen reports that he has found some old TSA files
and would like to turn them over to the current officers.
TCMA formally requests permission to have their
meetings at TSA functions. Carl Ponebshek replies that
that is at the discretion of the board.
Old Business:
The Texas Caver: Joel King and Pat Copeland have
volunteered to be responsible for printing address labels
for a monthly newsletter to be sent in addition to The
Texas Caver.
Gill Ediger makes a motion that a
committee be formed to produce this monthly newsletter
at no additional cost to the membership. This newsletter
wouid contain announcements ofupcoming trips, projects,
and events, and would not contain articles of the type

~ · ··

Date

Election of Officers:
Chairman
- Carl Ponebshek (by acclamation)
Vice Chairman - Carolyn Biegert
Secretary
- Catherine Winfrey
Treasurer
- Allan Cobb
Meeting Adjourned.
Below is the financial statement of the TSA as of the
business meeting held at TOTR at Wimberly.

Description

4/16/92 Checking Account Balance
4/21/92
4/22/92
5/11/92
5/15/92
5/15/92
7/6/92
7/6/92
7/10/92
7/17/92
8/4/92
8/5/92
8/15/92
9/11/92
9/16/92
10/15/92
10/16/92

that normally appear in The Caver. The motion passed
22 to 2.
Keith Reuss reports that the editors of The Texas
Caver would like to make it quarterly rather than bimonthly. He formally makes a motion to do so with the
amendment that it start in 1993 and be limited to a trial
year. Bill Elliott seconds the motion. The motion passes
22 to 6.

Payment

---------->

10/16/92 Ballance on hand in checking account

4/16/92 Petty Cash Balance

The Texas Caver

$375.50
$19.24
$47.50
$3.31
$4.23
$293.75
$265.55
$75.00
$2.73
$754.00
$150.00
$2.02
$209.00
$2.84
$60.00
$2.32

Description

$1,800.31
$1,781.07
$1,733.57
$1,736.88
$1,741.11
$1,447.36
$1,181.81
$1,106.81
$11109.54
$1,863.54
$1,713.54
$1,715.56
$1 ,506.56
$1,509.40
$1,449.40
$1,451.72
$1,451.72

---------->

Payment

Deposit

Balance
$53.00

---------->

8/3/92 Foreign Texas Caver mailings (April & June 92)
9/8/92 Texas Caver back issue mailings & stamps
10/16/92 Petty Cash Balance

Balance
$1 ,424.81

Winter BOG & TSA renewals received by mail
Mailing of Feb 92 Texas Caver
Reimbursement for Spring Convention Mailings
Interest on checking account less service charge
Interest on checking account less service charge
April Texas Caver
June Texas Caver
Deposit to bulk mail account
Interest on checking account less service charge
Spring Convention & TSA renewals received by mail
Deposit to bulk mail account
Interest on checking account less service charge
TOTR announcement mailings
Interest on checking account less service charge
Petty cash for TOTR
Interest on checking account less service charge

Date

Deposit

$4.36
$3.62

$48.64
$45.02
$45.02

---------->
December 1992

111

The Texas Caver
P.O. Box 8026
Austin, Texas 78713

BULK RATE
U.S. Postage
PAID

Austin, Texas
Permit No. 1181

Karen & George Veni
11304 Candle Park
San Antonio, TX 78249

Notice:

In 1993, The Texas Caver will bec.ome a quarterly publication
with issues c.oming out in March, June, September and December.
We need material, Send your articles and photos in now.

